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OUR MISSION :  

Our mission is to inspire and empower all learners to become the  

person God intends by integrating Catholic Virtue, Prayer and  

Service with 21st Century Learning.  

SJS Saints News 

December 8, 2017 

 

IMPORTANT REHERSAL ANNOUNCEMENT: Rehearsals will take place next 

Wednesday, Thursday and Friday after school from 3-4 pm.  Students should 

meet in the commons after school and we will walk to the church together for 

practice. Students are asked to memorize all of their lines by next Wednes-

day’s rehearsal. 

HELP NEEDED:  

Middle School Painters 
Next Tuesday and Wednesday,  

December 12-13 from 3-4 PM.  

Middle Schools students are asked to help paint 

the backdrop for the Christmas Pageant.  Stu-

dents should check in with  Mr. Barker (Music) or 

Mrs. Olsen (Art) if they are able to help.  

All K-8 Students 

Participate 

 

https://www.instagram.com/st.josephcatholicschool/
http://www.facebook.com/sjswaconia
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SJS Important News  

 
 

 
 

How can a stranger show so much love?   

     - Principal Bruce Richards 
 

“Comfort, Give Comfort to My People” Isaiah 40:1  

   

            I looked up to the heavens as I stepped from my vehicle and 

asked myself why Linda was here.  I could hear the whir of the heli-

copter blades as I approached the hospital doors.  My heart raced 

and a sense of dread filtered through my veins as I entered the hospi-

tal.  The elevator arrived and proceeded to take me to the 4th floor; 

the intensive care unit.  I saw the gurney lying empty, the helicopter pilots still holding their 

helmets. They assured me that the flight was smooth and that their passenger was in 

good hands.  I looked for someone who could direct me towards the right place to gath-

er my thoughts and prayers.   

 

A doctor in a white lab coat approached me and informed me that although the situa-

tion was dire, the specialists were attending to Linda and we would have some answers in 

short order.  ...Read more HERE.    

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Artsonia Holiday Slips were 

sent home with students  

TODAY in their folders. 

These are great gift ideas 

for Moms, Dads and Grand-

parents for Christmas! 

https://school.stjosephwaconia.org/news/if-strange-can-love-so-much-why-cant-we-all


 3 

 

SJS Important News  

 
 

Student: Noah Hauck and Joel Willenbring               
Virtues:  HUMILITY 
Nominated by:   Mrs. Metling 
 
Story: 
 
I would like to nominate Noah Hauck and 
Joel Willenbring for showing the virtue of 
Humility.  Practically every day, Noah and 
Joel carry the third grade lunch basket that 
contains the lunches to the commons.  They 
never wait to be asked.  They just do it every day. 
Thank you Noah and Joel for being humble servants. 

  JPII AWARD 

 
 

Student: Mary-Margaret Donovan               
Virtues:  HUMILITY 
Nominated by:   Mrs. Metling 
 
Story: 
 
I would like to nominate Mary-Margaret Donovan for showing 
the   virtue of Humility.  Every day she grabs the sack of empty 
milk cartons from the third grade classroom and takes them to 
the cafeteria for recycling.  You make my job easier. 
Thank you for making a difference Mary-Margaret. 

  JPII AWARD 

 

THE GIVING TREE 
We have received a $400 match for the 

Giving Tree items.  Every donated dollar 

will turn into $2 automatically! 
 
 
Gift cards/donations are due by December 20th to your child’s home-
room teacher. 
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SJS Important News  

Self-Esteem 
 

Self-Esteem is how we feel about ourselves. Children develop their 

self-esteem throughout their childhood.  If a child has a high self-

esteem it can help them in their teen years. There are many things 

that influence a child’s self-esteem, which can include their interac-

tions with others, genetics, community groups, and culture.  Some of 

those things are out of your control, as their parent.  You can help 

your child with their self-esteem development by improving your in-

teractions with them! Here are some strategies that you can do with 

your child. 

 

Take a step back: When your child is doing something new, let them do it themselves be-

fore stepping in to help.  They may surprise you with how much they can accomplish! When 

children accomplish a new task independently, it can build their self-esteem.  It gives them 

the power to know that they can do things successfully by themselves. 

 

Praise them, but not in a “traditional” sense of praising them: Traditional praising is when 

you praise a child for an inherent quality that they cannot control or praising them for 

something that is not true.  When your child does something awesome, tell them that you 

think it was awesome.  For example, if your child did great on a project at school, tell them 

“Wow, it looks like you worked so hard on this project.  It seems like hard work really does 

pay off.  Great job!” Praise the specific action or trait that is great.  This gives them specifics 

of what they did that deserved praise, which promotes self-esteem and being proud of 

oneself.    

 

Let them make choices: Children can feel empowered when they have the ability to make 

a choice for themselves.  This can aid in the development of self-esteem by teaching chil-

dren that they have a voice and can create change for themselves. 

 

If you feel like your child is struggling more than they should with this or you would like more 

information feel free to give me a call/e-mail and schedule a time to talk. 

 

Kim Diepenbrock 
kimberly@beingwhilebecoming.org 

Direct line: 507.272.2519 (Tu/Th 8a-5p; MWF 3:30-5p) 
https://my.vanderbilt.edu/developmentalpsychologyblog/2013/12/instilling-self-esteem-in-children/ 

https://www.todaysparent.com/family/parenting/how-to-build-your-childs-self-esteem/ 
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/ages-stages/gradeschool/Pages/Helping-Your-Child-Develop-A-Healthy-Sense-of-Self-Esteem.aspx 

 

https://my.vanderbilt.edu/developmentalpsychologyblog/2013/12/instilling-self-esteem-in-children/
https://www.todaysparent.com/family/parenting/how-to-build-your-childs-self-esteem/
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/ages-stages/gradeschool/Pages/Helping-Your-Child-Develop-A-Healthy-Sense-of-Self-Esteem.aspx
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Get involved in  
December! 

 
Parent Association Meeting  

Thursday, December 14 - 7 pm | Media Center 
 

Join us for a HOT CHOCOLATE BAR at our next 
Parent Association Meeting! We will discuss our up-

coming open house events as well as Catholic 
Schools Week. All are welcome to join in!  

 
We need YOUR help to make our school go from good to GREAT! 

 
Lunch Duty - SIGN UP  | Sign up to be on the Catholic Schools Week Parent Committee!  

SJS Important News  

Teacher Feature! 
 

Mrs. Yvonne Litfin had a lifetime goal of being a teacher.  She ap-

preciates the rewarding career of working in a Catholic 

School.  She has been on the St. Joseph School teaching staff for 

over ten years.  Mrs. Litfin graduated in our own back yard; Crown 

College.  She started teaching at St. Peter’s Catholic School in 

Delano.  After two years at St. Pete’s, she had the opportunity to 

join St. Joseph School, as a second-grade teacher, and she is now 

our first-grade teacher. She finds it extremely rewarding to be 

working in a Catholic STEM school where we can talk about God’s 

love for us.     

   

Mrs. Litfin is filled with a spirit of love that embodies her whole de-

meanor.  Those that know her know that she is as solid as a rock 

and as gentle as a soft breeze.  Her number one goal is to help her students learn to love 

reading, and she is really, really good at accomplishing that goal.  She has high expecta-

tions for her students and she helps each of them develop and build strong Christian char-

acter.  One can sense the joy coming from her classroom by observing her students.  They 

love her and she loves them back.  It’s a beautiful sight to see.  

   

Mrs. Litfin completed her STEM Teaching Certification through St. Catherine’s University and 

she uses that to help students cultivate their curiosity about our God and our world as they 

are engaged in exciting learning every day.  

   

St. Joseph Catholic School is blessed to have Mrs. Litfin taking care of our young learn-

ers.  She helps launch an incredible learning career for them.     

 

http://signup.com/go/cfNyKJE
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf7-MXCq9YLbiH7G8OJhvKWNa3aTMfH1sEX4s46kpHka7DJyQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
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SJS Important News  

#goSJSSaints  
Photo of the week!  

 

KC Poster Contest  “Keep Christ in Christmas” Grades K - 8 
  

The Knights of Columbus invite all families to participate in the “Keep Christ in Christmas” poster contest for 
grades K - 8.  Go to www.stjosephwaconia.org for an entry form and poster judging fact sheet. Create an original 
poster that portrays the “Keep Christ in Christmas” faith based theme - no pictures of Santa in your artwork. 
The size of the poster shall be 11” x 17”. The judging team will score the poster based on three areas: slogan, 
visuals, and overall impact. The poster judging fact sheet explains the areas in detail. Prizes: $50 for 1st place 
and $25 for 2nd place in each of the three age groups: ages 5-7, 8-10 and 11-14. 
  

Due date is Wednesday, December 13.  
  

Drop off completed posters and entry forms to the School or Parish Office. Be sure to include name and age on 
the back of the poster.  The KC’s will keep all entries. 
 

We thank God for this wonderful opportunity to use the gifts and talents from Him to reach out to others and 
share the real meaning of Christmas.   

 
1st Graders got to check out St. Nicholas’ staff this week. St. 

Nicholas visited all of the Elementary classrooms and surprised 

all PreK-8 students with a goodie bag of candy and sweets.  

http://www.stjosephwaconia.org
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SJS Important News  

 
2017-2018  

Preschool Calendar Preschool Corner!  
 

Miss Angie Hilgers 

Upcoming Dates: 
Dec. 20: Christmas Program 

Dec. 20-21: Happy Birthday Jesus 

Classroom Parties 

Dec. 25-Jan. 1: Christmas Break 

Jan. 2: School Resumes 

St. Nicholas visited our  

preschool classrooms! 

MIDDLE SCHOOL SKI CLUB  

REGISTRATION OPEN!!  
For more information and to register,  

complete this form.  

Our Preschoolers are SO PROUD of 

their Grandparents! Thanks for  

visiting us on Grandparents Day! 

http://ladcfamilies.org/wp-content/uploads/2017_2018-WAC-PreK-Calendar-June.pdf?thcid=aa834bae87794976b544a58e262656d5xxx
https://school.stjosephwaconia.org/documents/2017/12/Ski%20Club%20Form_2017.pdf
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SJS Important News  

Third Grade Oreo Cookie Moon Phases 
 

What a great way to show the moon phases by creating them with Oreo 

cookies! The third graders used a popsicle stick to carve out each 

phase.  When they had the eight phases created correctly, they got to eat 

them!  Edible science! 
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December 2017 
Weekend Mass Schedule: Saturdays - 5:15 PM, Sundays 8:30 and 10:30 AM 

Reconciliation Saturdays at 4:30 PM in St. Paul Room at Church 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

10 

2nd Sunday of 

Advent 

11 

Prek-2 Buddy Day! 

 

Pietra Fitness 8 am 

(Parish Center), 4:30 

pm (Music Room) 

 

Women’s Book 

Study, 7:30 pm, 

Parish Center 

12 

SJS Reconciliation 

Day (Gr.  3-6) 

 

 

13 

SJS Mass 

(Gr. 2), 8:15 am 

 

Pageant Practice 

3 pm, Church 

 

SJS  

Reconciliation 

Day (Gr. 7-8) 

 

 

14 

Parents in Prayer  

8 am SJS 

 

Pageant Practice 3 

pm,  Church 

 

7BBB v. Cologne (H) 

4 pm 

 

8BBB v. Cologne (H) 

5 pm 

 

Parent Association 

Mtg. 7 pm, Media 

Center 

15 

Pageant Practice 3 

pm,  Church 

 

Gr. 5-8 Eden Prairie 

Mall Field Trip, 

Band/Choir Perfor-

mance.  

 

K-4 Senior Care 

Center Visit Day 

16 

5BBB (2 CTS) 9 am 

 

5GBBB (2 CTS) 11 

am 

17 

3rd Sunday of 

Advent 

 

First Reconcilia-

tion 4:30 pm, 

Church 

18 

Women’s Book 

Study, 7:30 pm, 

Parish Center 

19 20 

SJS Mass 

(Gr. 1), 8:15 am 

 

Pageant Final 

Practice Day!  

(Church) 

 

21 

Parents in Prayer  

8 am SJS 

 

Christmas Pageant 

Day! 1 pm, 6 pm 

performances at 

Church 

22 

LAST DAY OF 

SCHOOL BEFORE 

CHRISTMAS BREAK 

 

K-3 Movie Day 

(Ferdinand) 

23 

24 

Christmas 

Mass  

3 pm & 5 pm 

 

Candlelight 

Mass 10 pm 

 

 

25 

Christmas Mass  

9 am 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 

NO SCHOOL 

26 

 

 

 

 

NO SCHOOL 

27 

 

 

 

 

NO SCHOOL 

28 

 

 

 

 

NO SCHOOL 

29 

 

 

 

 

NO SCHOOL 

30 

  Church Bulletin      Previous Newsletters  

SJS Important News  

December 

LUNCH MENU 

Safety Patrol: Walter D., Amanda S., Keenan O. 

Safety Patrol: Grant H., Grant M., Carter Y. 

http://www.stjosephwaconia.org/bulletins
http://school.stjosephwaconia.org/newsletters
https://school.stjosephwaconia.org/documents/2017/11/December%202017%20Lunch%20Menu.pdf




Your local Camp Invention site information:
Price $225 (before discount) | For children entering grades K–5

St. Joseph Catholic Community | 41 E First Street, Waconia, MN 55387 
June 11 - 15, 2018 from 9:00 am - 3:30 pm

Directed by Amy Gallus
agallus@stjosephwaconia.org  

If these dates/times don’t work for you, please visit campinvention.org for other locations near you.

SECURE YOUR SPOT TODAY & SAVE $25!
Register at campinvention.org or 800.968.4332.

Use promo code Ideas25. Offer expires March 23rd.



Theatre Department Proudly Presents 

THE WIZARD OF OZ is presented through special arrangement with Tams-Witmark Music Library, Inc.  

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8 
 SATURDAY, DECEMBER 9  

7:00 P.M.
 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10 
5:00 P.M.

HFCHS PERFORMANCE CENTER 
8101 KOCHIA LANE, VICTORIA, MN 

By L. Frank Baum
With Music and Lyrics by 

Harold Arlen and E. Y. Harburg
Background Music by 

Herbert Stothart

TICKETS 
 $5 AT THE DOOR 

All seats are general admissions.



Archbishop Hebda invites all Catholics to join our migrant 
and refugee brothers and sisters from around the world, as 
he and Bishop Andrew Cozzens celebrate “An 
Archdiocesan Mass of Solidarity” at 5:00 p.m., Saturday, 
December 9th at the Basilica of Saint Mary in Minneapolis.   
 
The Mass is part of the 2-year “Share the Journey” 
campaign, launched by Pope Francis on September 27, 
2017, to support those who have left, or have been 
displaced from, their home countries.   
 
The Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis is home to 
more than 800,000 Catholics celebrating Mass regularly in 
11 different languages.     
 
 

All are invited to share the richness of their culture by  

wearing the clothes of their native culture or ethnicity. 

“Like a shepherd he feeds his flock; 
in his arms he gathers the lambs, carrying  
them in his bosom, leading the ewes with care.” 

 
Isaiah 40:11 

Visit 

www.archspm.org/events 

for more details. 

Mass of Solidarity 

Saturday, December 9 

5 p.m.  

Basilica of Saint Mary, Minneapolis 

Images provided under  creative commons by pixabay.com 

Join us for 
an Archdiocesan 
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