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Good news! St. Joseph Catholic School is a member of the Northwestern 

University's Midwest Academic Talent Search (NUMATS). Each year, based 

on nationally standardized test scores, the Northwestern University of Illinois 

invites specific seventh and eighth grade students from St. Joseph to take 

the ACT college entrance examination alongside local juniors and seniors.  

The initial results from 2018 look strong, but all the test scores will not be in 

until later this summer. 

In the meantime, some results have been received, and we would like to 

congratulate eighth grade student Jack McCarty on achieving the highest 

ACT score ever recorded by a middle school student at St. Joe's. This is a 

remarkable accomplishment considering the numerous high scores in recent 

years. Jack's overall score far exceeded the local, state, and national aver-

ages of college-bound seniors. Jack has attended St. Joe's since kindergar-

ten. He has participated in St. Joe's Math and Lego teams. He also served 

as a basketball student manager for three years. St. Joseph Catholic School 

would like to extend a congratulations to Jack McCarty and his teachers.  

We would also like to extend our congratulations to the 2018 recipients of the 

Fred W. Wessbecker Christian Character Award: Jack McCarty, Wallace 

Wisniewski, Grant Hayes, and Luke Sonnek. 

Congratulations to our graduating 8th grade class! 

Wally Wisniewski 

Jack McCarty 

Grant Hayes 

Luke Sonnek 



 

Congratulations to our alumni as they graduate from High School 

HELP US UPDATE OUR ALUMNI RECORDS 

If you are a graduate or a former student or know someone 

who is, please take a moment to provide us with updated 

contact information by submitting your contact information 

online at: 

http://school.stjosephwaconia.org/alumni 

You may also email your information to: 

alumni@stjosephwaconia.org 

The Joseph Medal is awarded annually to a senior boy who exempli-

fies the identity and values of Holy Family Catholic High School.  This 

individual demonstrates a strong, mature faith in Christ while actively 

participating in the life of the Church.  He is knowledgeable of the 

teachings and traditions of the Church, desires to live like Jesus in his 

love and service to others, and strives to grow spiritually and intellec-

tually.  This year’s winner of the Joseph Medal is Mark Haran.  Mark 

is a 2014 graduate of St. Joseph Catholic STEM School.  Congratula-

tions Mark! 

 

Kenneth Palattao (SJ ‘14) was named Holy 

Family Catholic High School’s Valedictorian 

at the 2018 Graduation Ceremony.   

Kenneth received Summa Cum Laude hon-

ors and achieved a 4.194 GPA throughout 

his high school career. 

Kenneth not only excelled academically, but 

also athletically as a member of the Holy 

Family hockey team for four years earning 

the coveted 2018 Hobey Baker Character 

Award. 

Congratulations, Kenneth, and best of luck at 

Creighton University.  We are proud to count 

you among our alumni! 

photos by Maren Delaney (SJ ‘07) 



Boogie Blast 

This year’s social benefit and fundrais-

er, held on May 5th, was a huge suc-

cess thanks to our enthusiastic guests, 

supportive sponsors, generous donors, 

and invaluable volunteers. 

Fund-a-Need was directed toward the 

transformation of our classrooms.  We 

no longer teach and learn the way we 

did 10 years ago.  The world is chang-

ing so fast and our kids will need skills 

and strategies that none fo us can fully 

grasp. 

The traditional layout of some of our 

classrooms will be transformed as we 

create new learning environments that 

empower a different style of learning.  

These environments will enhance both 

the academic skills that we champion 

as well as promote and develop rela-

tional skills that companies desire and 

all human beings need. 

Our students are provided rich opportu-

nities to be engaged with one another 

as they learn.  Not only do they learn 

content, they learn to collaborate, com-

municate, be creative and think critical-

ly. 

We have raised almost $50,000 to help 

support this cause and are especially 

grateful to our alumni who have gener-

ously donated! 

It is not too late to donate to this pro-

ject!  If you would like to contribute, you 

may send a check to: 

St Joseph Catholic School 

41 E 1st Street 

Waconia, MN  55387 

Ben Richards recently gave a talk about the 

importance of the Eucharist in his life.

The senior at Holy Family Catholic 
High School in Victoria was asked by 
someone at his parish, St. Joseph in 
Waconia, to speak to adults in the 
parish at a retreat. He was nervous. 
What could he say that the adults 
would find meaningful? 

As it turns out, plenty. The principal 
of Holy Family, Kathie Brown, wasn’t 
worried. One act spoke volumes — 
he asked her if he could spend his 
study hall in the chapel to prepare his 
remarks. 

This practice is nothing new for a young man who has come to 
appreciate the value of a Catholic education after spending his 
younger years in public school. 

“Sometimes, I’ll use this study hall period to go and just pray in 
the chapel and see if God can give me any words of wisdom in 
that time period,” he said. 

In his talk on the Eucharist, he said he “focused on … trying to 
express the truth that Christ is present in the Eucharist, and how 
he can be represented, and how you can know that he is pre-
sent in the Eucharist by bringing up Gospel stories that explain 
Christ being present in the Eucharist.” 

He recounted for his audience the story of a eucharistic miracle 
in Buenos Aires, Argentina, in 1996, in which a priest placed a 
consecrated host into a glass of water, and later found that it 
had become a piece of bloodied flesh. It was examined by then-
Cardinal Jorge Bergoglio (now Pope Francis). Later, scientists in 
New York studied the host and concluded that it contained a 
fragment of heart muscle. 

“There’s so many things that point you towards having Christ 
present in the Eucharist,” he said. “And, I wanted to be able to 
spread that to all those adults that may or may not have been 
struggling to find Christ’s true presence.” 

Richards’ conviction of this truth has led him to become an ex-
traordinary minister of holy Communion. He also serves in the 
school’s music ministry. 

He plans to attend St. John’s University in Collegeville to study 
computer science and global business. 

He feels called to raise a family “and try and spread God’s love 
through different methods,” he said. “If I can become a business-
man, and I can become a different type of businessman with 
high ethics and morals that is able to spread God’s love through 
that, I think I could make a huge impact.” 

Attending Holy Family has provided an opportunity “to receive a 

good education while being able to stay closely connected to 

Christ,” he said. “And, I think this school is very good at giving 

you these opportunities to develop into who you’re supposed to 

be in the eyes of God.” 

This article was written by Dave Hrbacek and originally appeared in the May 10, 

2018, issue of The Catholic Spirit, official newspaper of the Archdiocese of St. 

Paul and Minneapolis.  

Ben Richards (SJ ‘14) 
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Contact Us 

St. Joseph Catholic School 

41 E 1st Street 

Waconia, MN  55387 

Phone: (952) 442-4500 

Fax: (952) 442-3719 

Email: 

schooloffice@stjosephwaconia.org 

Visit us on the web at 

http://school.stjosephwaconia.org 

Principal: Mr. Bruce Richards 

 

 

Find us on  

FACEBOOK 
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