
Hello St. Joseph Families,

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent. As you have heard many times, this is a
time to prepare for Easter through prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. As a parish and
school, we will be involved with an e�ort by Cross Catholic Outreach to have wells dug
in parts of Africa where obtaining water is a di�cult, time-consuming task. It often
takes more than six hours in a day to retrieve water, and that means the children doing
that, usually girls, cannot go to school. I want us to be more aware of the abundance and
convenience of water where we are, to be grateful for it, and to wish that gift upon
others.  This is a packet from Cross Catholic Outreach with activities listed to facilitate
discussion about one of the readings each week, activities for young children, and
information to help you understand how water pumps work.

We need a little over $8,100 to provide a well for a community of about 300 people. We
can change their lives. We have about 1,250 households in our parish and 100 school
families. I bet there is over $8,100 lying around in dresser drawers in those homes. I
would like a widespread awareness of water and wells among us. On the third week of
Lent, the gospel reading is about the woman at the well. (John 4:5-42). Think of how
you waste water, and how you can conserve it. That could be a di�cult penance or
fasting, to cut down on casual use of water, but one that would make us very aware that
this is a di�erent time of year. Fasting should lead to almsgiving, which needs prayer for
the recipient and prayers of repentance for what we have just glossed over.

As a school, we are asking students to bring in money each week, this can be coins or
more.  This can be each student's almsgiving. Money will be collected every Friday!
Let’s work together to build a well!

Blessings,


